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Tue Programme of the Library Association Conference which reached us on April 22nd is 
one of much interest. Every year increases the difficulty of providing matter which has such 
appeal that members can say at the close that the time has been spent profitably. The pre- 
print of the papers—a rather incomplete affair—raises the thought that Conference time 
could be better used than in discussions on such ‘‘ Research Committee ” matters as library 
vans and temporary buildings, excellent as we admit the enquiries and results of them to be. 
Yet this reflection is accompanied by the certainty that there have been few conferences 
which have not contributed something of material use to every participator and we still hold 
the view-that more is learned in “‘ a week at one than in months of hermit-like seclusion.” 
That last quotation was written in the first edition of Brown’s Manua/ and is valid to this day. 
Our representatives will write impressions after the event, not by way of detailed report, 
but as endeavouring to sum up what, if anything, material has been achieved. The report 
published by the Association usually gives the papers /” exf/enso, but we wish its issue could be 
delayed long enough to provide more informative records of the discussions. As the best 
contributions occasionally come from the floor, the bare-bones notes of the names of speakers 
and almost telegram-like utterances they are supposed to have made, which have been the 
customary report, could be greatly improved. 

The choice of Eastbourne, with its modest but sound literary associations and its long 
intimate connexion with us through its well-known former Town Clerk, Henry W. Fovarguc, 
is in every way a fortunate one. Critics say, perhaps, that we again choose a holiday place, 
indeed they have said so of late, but a moment ’s thought disposes of such nonsense for those 
of us who know. One of the notable things of recent conferences is the really serious manner 
in which meetings are attended and the chances the average member has of using the 
pleasurable social facilities so generously afforded to visitors are limited. That may be a pity 
for it is a most attractive place and its downland background is delightful. 


From what we heard of Sir Ronald Adams’s speech at Chaucer House in January we know 
that we can expect a wise and urbane Presidential Address and we hear, from those who know, 
that he is a genial, courteous chairman who has that complete control of meetings which 
is the almost natural gift of some men. Then we rejoice in the chance to pay tribute to the 
immediate ex-President ; and to his predecessor, Mr. Richard }.Gordon, who will be initiated 
into his well-won Honorary Fellowship. We hope, too, that the bestowal of the Library 
Association Carnegie Memorial Medal (to give it its lawful name which is quite wrongly 
abbreviated, even by the Editor of the Record, to the ‘* Carnegie Medal’’) will be made to Mr. 
Richard Armstrong, of whom a somewhat shadowy portrait appears in the April L.A. Record, 
in person. Librarians do not meet enough of their authors in the flesh. In her neat little 
tribute accompanying it, Miss D. D. Chilcot does not make quite clear which of his books has 
obtained the award, but we assume that it is Sea Change. ‘ 

Our readers must have recognized the wider interests of libraries which we have 
endeavoured to represent in these pages. Of old it was possible to infer that other than 
public librarians existed, had a technique and problems of their own and were interested in 
ways of introducing books to readers ; but here we come across a distinétion that may account 
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for the view that the collegiate librarian is really concerned with the scholarly side of books 
only although he must catalogue, class and bind them, and keep track of their whereabouts ; 
it is represented by a Statement heard by us from a professor on a university library committee : 
“The Librarian is not expected to stimulate the purchase of books.” That is to say, he is 
concerned only with the administration of books chosen for his shelves by members of the 
academic staff. The public librarian has a similar function, too, but he has always regarded 
himself also as an educationist whose business is to crea/e readers. It is mainly from this 
purpose that all the gadgetry, display methods and extension work have arisen ; and all the 
time he had believed himself to be improving his own catalogues and arrangement. Today 
these divergent objects seem to be sought by all kinds of librarians and while the new groups 
in the Library Association (and out of it) appear to emphasize rather than to smooth out 
differences, the ‘* university and special librarian ” uses many of the methods of his municipal 
colleague. The converse is also true. Nor can we believe that the collegiate librarian accepts, 
or could now ever accept, the assertion of the professor we have quoted. 

It is desirable that every librarian, the public librarian especially, who must have a keen 
interest in the libraries in the schools in his area, should be able to envisage the point of view 
of the Head Teacher in relation to the kind of library and its effects in the school for which 
he, the Head Teacher, is responsible to his governors and to parents. Our readers will there- 
fore welcome the article on this that we publish this month, as at least a useful basis for reflection. 

Leafing through the pages of the March Muanici/pa/ Review, we came across this juxta- 
position, ‘ Ealing is at present finishing new houses at 40-50 a month . . . Lending libraries 
now close at 7 p.m. instead of 8 p.m. to ease Staff and maintenance.” Is this significant in any 
way ? It could be argued that with more houses there are more places to read in and to that 
extent library rooms are less needed ; but the lending library only is here in question, where 
possibly, there is not much room for more than the mere choosing of books. Is Ealing 
satisfied that all its people, who have a greater desire to read then ever before, have time 
to reach home and the library before 7 p.m. ? After all, Ealing is a dormitory of London. 
Writers in our pages have been much exercised by this problem of early closing and arguments 
range from the bald assertion that no library can serve a whole community in the suburbs 
with a 7 p.m. closing hour, to the equally bald one that, if it closes later, it will lose its staff. 

Mr. Bryon has recently written that a chief librarian has told him that chiefs, as a rule, 
are five years behind current library technique and should have refresher training. We marvel 
that so short a gap as five years is given. In our youth we thought them at least a ¢entury out, 
and they always will be to the oncoming young librarian. It really must be interesting to 
discern the deficiencies of the generation ahead and to know what it cannot know although 
it is there to be known. Is that not done to some extent by the annual conferences ? 

When we lay down the Annual Report of the Library Association, its seventieth we believe, 
we cannot but reflect that good as our repute is today it ought to be much greater, so many 
are the ramifications of its work and its contacts legion. It takes 37 closely printed pages 
and about 22,000 words to record the operations of a year. Any of us who feels modesty 
about the uses of the profession will have it eradicated if he reads them attentively. Its work is 
now world-wide, nationally significant, and progressive even in this day of difficulty. The 
financial statements are notable : we have assets set at £52,000, and an income of £33,000 of 
which we spend all but £61. That is good going. Some details are worth study. The 
subscription income is about £14,000; we get {4,801 from examination fees which seems a 
lot of money until we look at the expenditure on examinations which happens to be £6,117; 
we lose, too, on our publications, spending £10,646 and earning £7,329. There are other 
interesting items. The committees are much alive and, although it may seem invidious to 
single out any for comment where all seem to have worked well, the achievements of the 
Library Research Committee are too briefly set out and the tale of the Publications Committee 
is so condensed that only reflection on its meagre paragraphs shows what an immense amount 
of good work they cover. 
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Special Libraries 
From a Headmaster’s Desk 
A SoLtLoguy ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
| The following contribution, by the Headmaster of one of our ‘* old foundation” Secondary Schools, deals 
with aspects of the School Library trom the point of view of the one too seldom heard in our professional 
‘ literature—the man in supreme control. For obvious reasons the writer desires to remain anonymous.} 


| am sitting alone at my desk. It is the end of a March day which has been sunny and warm ; 
and now the boys and teachers have gone home. I do not know but I imagine that the 
caretakers are at work cleaning the class rooms. 

\ few minutes ago I came from the School Library, deserted and quiet, and so very tidy. 
| am not satisfied with the part the library plays in the life of my school, and many times 
recently | have wondered what can be done about it. 

The Senior English Master is the Librarian, and he is assisted by the Junior Master who 
also teaches English. | suppose this arrangement is common to all Secondary Schools ; * 
as far as | know it is ; and I can surmise readily the reasons which caused library management 
in schools to be left in the hands of the teachers of English. One day I shall throw into the 


discussion at a Staff meeting the suggestion that it would be a good thing if Mr. M...... 4 
enn Bie, Fs os oes would take over the Library, at least for a trial period of two years. A 
Be, Bn k cs is the Senior Science Master and F....... is his Junior Assistant Master. 


My Staff will undoubtedly ask, in some astonishment and with justification, “ But Why ?” 
And they will ask it with verve, for you see my qualifications are in Science. I am known 


in the profession as a ‘* Science Man ” ; and that means, does it not, that I am not well qualified > 
to judge the finer points of the teaching of English ? And is not the School Library chiefly 
an appurtenance to the English rooms, and an amenity chiefly for the benefit of the teachers of ; 


English ? 
| wonder. In fact | wonder about many things to do with School Libraries. This late 
afternoon I am wondering what can be done to get the normal schoolboy to enjoy the use 
of his school library and to gather within himself the feeling of enveloping contentment when 
| he settles down in it to read. 
| am not thinking, you will note, of the twenty per cent in the school who need only 
to be told where the library is, and then to be left alone. They know how to read, how to 
browse, and how to refer. It is the eighty per cent who are in my mind’s eye now ; this 
majority who get little benefit from being left in the library; or from talks on “ How to 
use Books,” or ‘* The Art of Reading,” or similar topics. 
| have come to the conclusion, reluctantly and with some misgivings | confess, that the 
Teachers of English cannot appreciate the outlook of the “ eighty per cent” on the library 
shelves and their books, so carefully classified and indexed. I think they are probably too 
highly trained and skilled in the mastery of the art of writing and criticism to be successful 
school librarians. 
Again and again I have noticed that the science teachers are the happier in conversation 
with the boys about books and life in general ; and I suppose, considering the times in which 
we live and move, that scientists and the majority of boys are more in step as the school- -days’ 
journeys are accomplished (so surely and so inexorably) than are English scholars and boys. 
For some years I have been persuaded that the sure way to train pupils to read intelli- 
gently and to use a library wisely is to train them first to converse intelligently. Most of our 
secondary school children come from homes (and | do not include only the poorer homes) 
where they never hear well informed and sensible conversation, and where there are very 
few books. In these homes books and writings are very seldom, if ever, discussed. Maybe 
a lightish novel is read from time to time, and ‘maybe father and elder brothers talk about the 2 
Sports Editor’s opinions and reports on this or that sporting event. 
Yes ; the more I think of the matter the more I am convinced that the first action to be 
taken towards making the majority of our boys ready and eager to use the School library is 
to train them in the art of pleasant and intelligent conversation. Therein is the soundest 
introduction to good taste in reading. It is in conversation that they can meet more naturally 
the accurate phrases, the telling metaphor, the vivid word painting, the logical dev elopment 
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of an argument, the appreciation of a personality, the assessment of character, the linking of 
emotions felt and the words expressing them. It may be that the conquest of language is 
begun in conversation, continued in reading, and finished in writing. 

I cannot help wondering as | sit here whether the experts in English have not for the most 
part got their tactics awry in the battle they are fighting, and whether they are not skirmishing 
on too broad a front. 

Certainly it appears to me that they tend to move the boys too uniformly along the paths 
of a syllabus within the general scheme of English training. Good education must always 
allow for variable movement forwards, and for periods of leisurely resting by the wayside. 
Mathematics and Biology, Physics and Chemistry, and even Geography can be planned in 
courses, methodically and equably, and the movements forward in these subjects can be closely 
calculated and time-tabled. But not English! No; that journey onward ought to be left 
mainly uncharted. It should be a gentle forward pilgrimage for the most of the way. There 
should be joy and contentment with all their steps ; though sometimes they may be dancing 
Steps in the light and brilliance thrown by great masters of the art of writing ; though some- 
times they may be sauntering steps in a haze after sharing the fullness of majestic poetry from a 
literary giant; and though sometimes they may be steps hurrying and breathless in the wake 
of a Buchan or a Stevenson. 

It is queer that when talking about these matters to scientists one finds that they have a 
definite feeling that they must not apply a cold and calculated method to such sensitive things ; 
but that many English scholars have the idea, all too frequently in my opinion, that to succeed 
with the average child they must use a planned and systematised method of approach to their 
teaching. 

| know that because of emphasis English teaching can be predominantly humane, 
linguistic, or aesthetic in its training, and that in the past far more frequently than in the 
present the linguistic studies have received the major emphasis. Because of this disciplinary 
tradition in the teaching of English the English lessons in most of our schools today are too 
coldly efficient. The cramping and confining bands of past masters of methodology Still exert 
their inward pressure. | want so much a more expansive atmosphere in our English training. 

And now the light is almost gone, but | hesitate to get up and switch on the artificial 
light. | look around me at the shelves of books in my study, at the table with files and loose 
papers on it, and my eyes come to rest on a cupboard in a corner. In that are cards and books 
and all the paraphernalia one now uses to record the figures (whatever they may mean) which 
we obtain when we attempt to measure the physical and mental growth of our pupils. I is a 
concrete simile of our silly efforts at education. We spend so much time testing and measuring 
weighing and entering results, tabulating and finding averages and quotients and goodness 
knows what else besides, when we ought to be talking to our boys more, and leading them in 
conversation and visiting the library with them, and doing lots of other worth-while things ; 
accompanying them as good companions and allowing our experience of life to help their 
minds and spirits to expand joyously and not to cabin them into narrow paths. 

Once the joy of living language is there then | believe the use of the school library will 
become more satisfying, inasmuch as the range of reading will become wider and more 
sensitive. 

There remain in my mind dozens of questions to be answered about school libraries. To 
many of them | cannot supply any answers; to a few of them | think I can. But the light 
is now quite gone, and I, too, must leave my desk and go home, carrying the questions with me. 


Danish Library Students’ Tour 


Turrry-rour Danish librarians and library students, led by Inspektor Eric Alleslev-Jensen 
and Miss Aase Borregaard, who is Head of the State Library’s Information Department, 
arrived in London on April 26th for a nine days’ study tour arranged for them by the British 
Council. 

On April 28th they met officers of the Library Association and students of the two 
London Schools of Librarianship at Chaucer House, Malet Place, and visited the National 
Central Library and the British Museum Library. 
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They divided into two parties on April 29 for staggered visits to the Central Libraries 
at Croydon and Purley, Coulsden and Sanderstead Branch Libraries and Norbury Library. 
On May 2 they visited Uxbridge, Ruislip, Harrow and Wembley Libraries, and also Hendon 
Central Library, where they were received by the Mayor of Hendon. Tuesday, May 3rd, 
was spent in Oxford, and visits made to the Bodleian Library and some of the colleges. 


The Leningrad Public Library 


By Lev Raxov 
(Direétor of the Saltykov-Shchedrin State Public Library in Leningrad) 


Tie Leningrad Central State Public Library named after the great Russian writer Saltykov- 
Shchedrin, is celebrating its 135th anniversary this year. Founded in 1814, it is now one of 
the largest and best stocked libraries in the world. Its collection consists of 10,000,000 
manuscripts and printed works, including books, magazines, newspapers, maps, posters, 
engravings, music. 

The so-called ‘* Russian Collection” is the pride of the library—a complete collection 
of Russian manuscripts and printed publications. The books alone number 1,700,000. They 
include the first printed works, published at the time of Peter I, a rich collection of Russian 
18th century writings, all the works of Russian classics, a collection of all the editions of 
Alexander Pushkin’s works which run into more than 2,500 volumes, and a colleétion of 
revolutionary literature published illegally before 1917 in Russia or in the Russian language 
abroad. The latter includes works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. 

After the Revolution this colleétion was supplemented by classical works of Marxism- 
Leninism published in the U.S.S.R. in Russian, in the languages of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. 
and in foreign languages. 

The Department of National Literature, whose collection covers a period of about a 
hundred years, has printed works of all the nationalities inhabiting the Soviet Union. The 
collection of this department was greatly enriched after the Oétober Revolution, when the 
culture of all the fraternal peoples of the socialist country began to develop on an unprecedented 
scale. Many of these peoples had no written language before Soviet power was established. 
The department of National literature possesses books and brochures in all the eighty lan- 
guages of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. 

The library is well stocked with books in foreign languages, including the world’s 
largest collection of publications issued in the days of the Paris Commune. 

The private library of Voltaire is preserved in the Leningrad Library and numbers 
7,000 volumes. It is valuable not only as a unique 17th and 18th century collection, but also 
because many of the volumes bear notes of Voltaire himself. A catalogue of Voltaire’s library 
has been prepared, which will soon be published. 

The library has also a rich colleétion of early prints and books published during the 
sth century. There are altogether about 40,000 such publications in the world and of these 
4,000 are in the Leningrad Library. 

The well-known “ Rossika,” a colleétion of foreign printed works about Russia, its 
history, science, culture, life, etc., is another very valuable possession of the library. This 
collection, numbering 250,000 books, furnishes convincing documentary material for the 
Study of the role of Russian science and technique and its great contribution to the history of 
knowledge. 

The Leningrad Library has a collection of engravings consisting of 400,000 sheets. It 
includes over 100,000 portraits of Russian and foreign politicians, scientists, art workers and 
Writers ; a unique collection of portraits of Peter | ; an interesting collection of Russian popular 
prints ; a collection of posters made during the civil war (1918-21); numerous colleétions 
of picture postcards and book covers. Posters printed in the U.S.S.R. in the years of the Great 
Patriotic War are of special interest. 

The department of cartography (the largest in the Soviet Union) contains 85,000 maps 
and atlases, among which are unique copies, including atlases of the 16th and 17th centuries. 
The cartographical materials published in the 31 years of Soviet Power are fully presented 
in this department. 
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The department of manuscripts includes a number of writings on stone tablets, barks 
of trees, palm leaves, ivory, papyrus, parchment, silk, skin and paper. Ancient Slavonic 
manuscripts are richly represented. Many of these manuscripts, documents and autographs 
belonged to some of the great men of Russia—politicians, generals and writers. The library 
possesses many of the manuscripts of L. Tolstoy, Goncharov, Lermontov, Gogol, Turgenev, 
the autographs of Peter | and Suvorov, music manuscripts of Glinka and Rimsky-Korsakov. 

The Leningrad Public Library has trebled its stocks in the years since Soviet power was 
established. It receives over a thousand new publications daily. 

The library gets three copies of everything published in the U.S.S.R. Subscriptions also 
include books and magazines in foreign languages. All these precious collections of the 
Leningrad Public Library are at the disposal of the Soviet people. At least 8,000 books are 
issued to approximately 2,500 people in the library’s reading-rooms every day. 

The library serves not only citizens of Leningrad, but sends books to the most remote 
corners of the Soviet Union. Over 1,000 libraries in the country exchange books with the 
Leningrad Public Library. Every day the library receives dozens of various requests by mail. 

With other big libraries in the Soviet Union, the Leningrad Public Library is now pre- 
paring for publication a general catalogue of Russian books and a “ Bibliography of Russian 
literature ” in many volumes. 

The Soviet Government has awarded the Saltykov-Shchedrin Library the Order of the 
Red Banner of Labour. This award expresses the Soviet people’s love for this great library, 
which disseminates amongst the working people knowledge acquired by mankind throughout 
the ages. 


Joint Birmingham Meeting 


Tue “ carpet borough ” of Kidderminster was the venue of a joint meeting of the Birmingham 
and Diftrict Branch of the Library Association and the Association of Assistant Librarians (Midland 
Division) on April 6th, attended by some 90 members. During the afternoon, there was a 
choice of visits to either Tickenhill Manor Folk Museum, Bewdley, or one of four local 
carpet factories, and subsequently members were entertained to tea by the Mayor of Kidder- 
minster (Councillor |. E. Talbot). After inspecting the Public Library, Museum and Art 
Gallery, where the Arts Council’s ** Exhibition of Painting and Sculpture by Contemporary 
British Artists ’’ was on view, members met in the Museum for a civic welcome by the Mayor. 
Remarking that Kidderminster was justly proud of its library, Councillor Talbot said that it 
was one of the few authorities in the country which had long issued two fiction tickets to every 
borrower. Reading, he continued, was a fundamental feature of life, without which it was 
impossible to form a clear and balanced judgment, and he believed that the first funétion of 
the Librarian was to get people inside his library. Once they had seen what could be provided, 
they could be persuaded to tackle books which otherwise they would never have tried. 

Mr. F. J. Patrick, F.L.A., City Librarian of Birmingham, then took the chair for a 
symposium on “ What I think of the Public Library Service.” First speaker was Councillor 
D. G. Kiteley, Chairman of the Kidderminster Library and Museum Committee, who, giving 
a councillor’s viewpoint, thought that the people of Kidderminster were getting very good 
value for their money. The service had improved beyond recognition in the past 20 years, 
he said, and was largely due to the high professional standards set by the Library Association. 

Presenting a Student’s viewpoint, Mr. A. J. Perrett, B.A., history master of King Charles | 
School, Kidderminster, expressed great satisfaction with the service, which he described as 
‘ the ordinary man’s university.” His one regret was that some library authorities would not 


lend reference books for home reading. Speaking from the teacher’s point of view, Councillor 
L. E. Gardner, a Stourbridge teacher, made a strong plea for closer co-operation between 
librarians and teachers. In particular, he instanced the way in which some schools were spend- 
ing large sums on visual aids and gramophone records which were not used from one year to 
another, and advocated the central control of such services by the public library authority, 
to ensure maximum usage. Papers were given by the Town Clerk of Kidderminster (Mr. 
John L. Evans, M.A.) and Mr. Gordon McClure. 
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Macmillan Books 


Roger Fulford Prof. R. E. Wycherley 
THE HOW THE GREEKS 

PRINCE CONSORT BUILT CITIES 

* "The author is well equipped to deal 

with his subject, and he has produced a 


* It is satisfactory to read so fine a tribute 
to his character and achievement.” 


Harotp Nicotson (Observer). ** Not fascinating book.” —Times Literary Supple- 
only brilliant but ment. fine scholarly work.”’—Sir 
Pryce Jones (B.B.C.). The best- Joun Squire (lllustrated London News). 
written history book I have read for ** Professor Wycherley’s masterly book . 
years.””—Joun Betyeman (Daily Herald). with its plans and charming pictures 4 ”" 


should be read by 


Illustrated with many collotype plates. 
O° London's. Illustrated. 16s net. 


2nd Impression, 18s. net. 


Mg 
Juchker 
THE JENKINSON PAPERS, 1760-1766 
Charles Jenkinson, first Earl of Liverpool, was for many years one of the leaders of the group 
in Parliament known, or arraigned, as ** King’s Friends.’ Jenkinson’s correspondence and 
papers, from which Miss Jucker has made this selection covering the years 1760-1766, “open 
a window on to a panorama of everyday life in eighteenth-century England, showing the 
machinery of government at work, and its bearings upon the lives of hundreds of individuals 
either closely or remotely connected with it.” 28s. net 


The In Britain Series 


TREES IN BRITAIN FLOWERS IN BRITALN 
by L. J. F. Brimble. 15s. net each 
DOGS IN BRITAIN, by C. L. B. Mubbard, 25s. ict 


BIRDS IN BRITAIN, by Franees Pitt. 21s. net 


each volume illustrated uitth photographs and coloured plates 


| FORTHCOMING | 


Sir Osbert Sitwell General W. Anders 


LAUGHTER AN ARMY IN EXILE 
IN THE NEXT ROOM 


The story of the II Polish Army Corps, 


Che fourth volume of one of the out- 
which fought its way half round the 


standing autobiographies of our time. : ‘ 
S erap world. An important historical docu- 


Illustrated. May 27. 18s. net. ment. Illustrated. May 20. 21s. net. 


SAINT MARTIN’S STREET, W.C.2 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
| am gratified at your exhibition of interest in ‘* advanced methods of issue, stock-record 


and what not. It proves what | knew but the last generation of young librarians did not, 
that you were always aware of the new things and ideas. You have always taught that every 
method should be under continuous scrutiny, that librarianship is a business and not a sealed 
profession, and the people who use libraries have moved a long way in the technique of living, 
and in habit and thought, from the way of life in the nineties when the greatest progress in 
librarianship was made. It uses every gadget of modern life, as your letter suggests, and 
you are right in asserting that the librarian who cannot harmonize his methods with current 
social and business processes will not be successful for long. Nor are you cynical about 
libraries v/s a r/s modern views of them. It does matter whether they are efficient or not. 
| hope 
tHE CONFERENCE 

may in a measure reflect these views of yours. That they are not at all incompatible with the 
highest regard for literature and life is shown by the inclusion in the programme of an address 
by Dr. Esdaile who has always urged the love of the living and always-living word in prose 
and poetry ; in short, would have every librarian a book-lover as you and I, in a humbler 
way than Dr. Esdaile, hope we also are. There are several good things forecast in the editorial 
of The Library Association Record for April, but it is dithicult for one not in the Council 
arcanum to comment on a programme which as late as the last week in April is not available 
fora May conference. Why is this 7 Is it because Captain Richard Wright has left the Council? 
He was, in former days, and I believe still is, one of the most industrious and energetic of men. 
There must be good things for the layman as well as the librarian, the President’s address, for 
example, and the Annual Le¢ture which in the scholarly and human care of Mr. R. W. Moore 
should be a worthy contribution to current thinking. 


CONVERSATION. 

| remember we have always agreed that the effective part of any conference is in the 
conferring. It is not specially successful as a mere lecture course, although there is advantage 
in hearing a man read his paper, if he can read, because it does show more easily than our 
after-reading of the text does the emphases he places on his arguments. That makes me 
remark that | wish librarians did cultivate the art of public reading more than they seem to do. 
But | suppose we shall never be able to return to the round table kind of Conference where 
views could be exposed and developed. We had a few of them about thirty years ago, if | 
have read the Record back volumes aright ; they seemed to have been stimulating ; but now, 
as the somewhat massive Annual Report of the L.A. tells us, we number 8,655 members, of 
whom all but 7,000 are in the British Isles. Fortunately we do not all turn up at Conferences 
or no town in the Commonwealth of the British—if such an expression has any meaning 
when you get this letter—could hold us. I begin to have visions of a card vote of delegates 
to represent annual meeting procedure. Or is it a nightmare ? Then we have pleaded, you 
and |, for a meeting which has not more than two subjects a day but every section feels that 
it will perish unless it has a chance to be articulate—even the A.A.L.—and so we crowd in 
meetings and parallel them in order to let every one of them have its say ; and of course they 
are quite entitled to these discussion-destroying privileges if they insist upon them. So, as one 
of our fraternity wrote last year, we must defy that feeling of guilt | always have when | am 
absent from any meeting, and be rigidly selective of those we do attend. If we do this, we may 
be able to have a quick one together which will not need to be quite so quick, and talk over 
some of the new things that are being pressed upon us. 

I am told there has been close scrutiny of the 


BYE-LAWS OF THE AssOCIATION 
tor many months, but what we are to get at the Annual Business Meeting are amendments to 
a few of them only, so difficult | hear it is to reach agreement on all the matters they cover. 
| am myself opposed to hurry in matters which may affect the profession for a long time. As 
an outside member, it seems to me that the amendments to Bye-laws Ato to 12 are wholly 
commendable. They remove at one stroke one of the anomalies of our professional registration 
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A SECTION OF OUR SPACIOUS SHOWROOM 


The technical book experts, ‘‘ BOOKS & CAREERS”, 
take pleasure in announcing that thei. Public Libraries 
Department is now under the management of 


ILLENDEN. 


A cordial invitation is extended to visit or send enquiries 
to our Model Showroom 


IVY 
BOOKS 


Branches in West End and City of London 


39, SOUTH AUDLEY STREET :: LONDON, W.I 
General Manager : Claude S. Gill, O.B.E. ; 


WIDE RANGE OF STOCK — PERSONAL SERVICE — PLEASANT CONDITIONS a 
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which formerly allowed laymen and partly qualified men to have an actually voting voice on 
registration qualifications. This is now to be placed wholly in the care of Fellows, as it 
should have been years ago when the Register was initiated. As everyone who reads our 
Letters is or intends to be F.L.A., | am sure that the move will receive their full, wholesome 
support. Most of the other changes are consequential upon that central fact; although 
there are tidyings up of the Council membership and elections in other amendments which | 
hope to study more fully before the Meeting. What | do understand of them suggests agree- 
ment rather than further argument. 
Mr. E. R. Luke, 


of Denbighshire, has a motion which seeks to make the egregious Promotion Examination an 
addition to the list of school and other preliminary qualifications for sitting our Entrance 
Examination. If this wretched affair has come to Stay (and it has been widely welcomed and 
has become a great vested interest), it may be a good thing to adopt the suggestion. Surely, 
however, our Council has been doing something with its promoters and has not overlooked 
what Mr. Luke suggests. The adoption of his motion may traverse the whole approach of the 
Association to the matter. 
EASTBOURNE, 
since my childhood, has been one of my places of romance. Its clean shingly beach with the 
sand exposed only at low tide, its lawns, its Regency Squares and houses, the long high downs 
with the sea-sweep below which one crosses, preferably by the footpaths, to reach the noble 
and dizzy Beachy Head. It is a clean, living town, somewhat conservative in its public enter 
prise and poised half-way between an almost popular sea-resort and a residential home of 
middle class England. | always think H. W. Fovargue, who was our Hon. Solicitor for so 
long, was characteristic of Eastbourne. Slender, refined, courteous and helpful, with no 
excesses of feeling or action. We are reminded, Eratosthenes, by the article Mr. Hynes has 
written for us that he was also the writer, with G. F. Chambers, of that substantial book on 
Library Law which you and | spent some hours, rather painful ones so niggardly was the 
subjeé& then, in trying to make our own. Hewitt’s new Library Law book reminds me of 
Fovargue and Chambers in many ways. Naturally Eastbourne has a literary record of the 
general sort which it shares in character with such places as Bournemouth and Torquay ; 
it is the place authors would go to, 
THe Liprary, 


as we know, was a very thorough victim of Nazi dive-bombing. It and the Technical College 
with which it was associated were more or less destroyed. [am not sure, apart from the loss 
of some interesting local things and of associations and books which every librarian must 
prize and regret, that the loss was not without some decided compensations. In a convenient 
house on the sea front the library functions most pleasantly in rooms in which I have lifted my 
eyes from the book to watch the moving panorama of the waves and the people just between 
them and me. Were | librarian there, | fancy | would keep my bathing togs in my office. On 
such days as we have rejoiced in in this lately-past glorious Easter, | should have been tempted 
from my administration into the water. | suppose, however, that those folk who live at the 
seaside value it as Londoners do St. Paul’s. “ It is always there,” to be seen and enjoyed— 
a State which leaves it in the realm of theory rather than practice. 

My interest is always in people and their doings. | am so pleased-—are you not, too 7-— 
that the University of Sheffield is honouring 


Mr. J. P. Lames 


with its M.A. Few men can have deserved it more ; he brings a caustic constructive critical 
intellect and great driving power to all he does, and certainly Sheffield and the country owe 
him much for the manner in which he has made creative use of the opportunities a difficult 
city has afforded. He writes, too, in a characteristic manner. The article in the Record on 
Teaching the Use of Libraries, is original perhaps because it is more systematic and thorough 
than the lessons you and | have been giving, on almost exaétly the same lines, since 1999. 
It is also notable for applying a well-known practice to a really large library. 1 for one am 
grateful to him for this as for more things than he knows, 
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* Palmer remains what it was 


Just Published Net £2 2s. Postage 1s. 3d. 


COMPANY LAW 


Incorporating the Companies Act, 1948, and the Companies 
(Winding-up ) Rules, 1949 


NINETEENTH EpIrion 


by 
HIS HONOUR A. F. TOPHAM, K.C., LL.M. 


The Companies Act of 1948 replaces the Acts of 1929 and 1947 
and consolidates the law on the subject. 


The new Palmer states the provisions of the new law, which 
affect in important respects every company, every company 
director, and every secretary in the land. 
Valuable new features will be found in the new edition, including 
the following : 

1. A statement of the new law. 
A reprint of the Act of 1948. 
Comparative Tables with the previous Acts. 
Appendices containing the new Winding-up Rules, etc. 
A new style of presentation. 
New type throughout. 
All references to the new Act are printed in heavy type. 
Complete Tables of Cases and Statutes and a full Index. 


the leading and indispensable narrative text-book on company law’ 


-Law Quarterly Review. 


STEVENS & SONS LIMITED 
119 & 120 Chancery Lane London W.C.2 


Telephone: HOLBorn 1545-6 Cables: “ Ruoprons, Lonpon 
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THe Centra CaraALoGuING BuREAU 

is something about which we shall know more, | imagine, in the next few months ; for | have 
received an attractive little prospectus announcing that Harrods Central Cataloguing Bureau 
is now in existence with a sample card shown on it which is quite perfect from the unitary 
cataloguing point of view. Librarians have been discussing the need for such a bureau for 
nearly fifty years. When I was a boy | read an article in the good old Library (then edited by 
|. Y. W. MacAlister) about it, which convinced one youngster it was so commonsensible an 
idea that it would be in operation before | reached thirty and obsolescence. Alack, my 
Eratosthenes, | am just a little more than that now and the discussion continues, and its 
desirability was never more admitted. Here now it seems to be, and I wonder if the librarian 
will welcome it. You may admire new enterprises but the librarian is usually a timid, conserva- 
tive creature, afraid to spend money on his own tools. Do you objeét that a great commercial 
firm does it and not a professional committee of librarians 7 I shall, as I say, be very interested 
in the library reaction—if there should be one ! 

So | look forward to Our MEBTING. 
It was in 1923 that | went to a conference last at Eastbourne and considered myself highly 
privileged to carry one of the suit-cases of the young president, the Marquis of Hartington, 
on our walk together from the station. We had a pleasant talk on the Chatsworth [louse 
Library. | was young then and he was my first Marquis. Well—we may have the honour of 
doing something for a Duke, “/e Duke, next ! Vale! 
Amen 
We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of * Le-vreRsS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—LbLditor, Tue Liprary Wor.p. 


Notes 

A ‘TEN-pDAY course on ‘* Books and the Reading Public ” was held recently at Burton Manor 
Residential College for Adult Education. Designed for ‘* men and women in the book trade ” 
the eleven Students participating included eight Public Library assistants, several of them taking 
a ‘* busman’s holiday ” from the Manchester College of Librarianship. 

The resident staff was supplemented by many visiting lecturers whose subjects included 
English literary history, the bookseller and the public, the history of publishing, the 
manufacture ‘of paper, book illustration, the printer’s craft, the railway bookstall, and the 
author and his problems. Miss F. E. Cook, M.A., F.L.A., County Librarian of Lancashire, 
spoke on ‘* The Library and the Reading Public,” and Mr. R. Bioletti, F.L.A., City of Liver- 
pool Reference Librarian, on “ Public Libraries and the Use of Reference Books.” 

The course constituted an excellent revision for students studying under the L.A. syllabus, 
and provided an almost unique opportunity for the discussion of library problems with other 
professions within the book trade. The situation of Burton Manor in one of the most 
picturesque parts of the Wirral is ideal and the splendid accommodation available is expected 
to be taxed to the full for the L.A. North-Western Branch week-end refresher course planned 
for June to-12. 

The most interesting library post advertised in April has been that of John Rylands 
Librarian. ‘* Candidates should have high academic competence in at least one of the branches 
represented in the Library.” We hope that a librarian with some of the competence of 
Dr. Guppy will be appointed. He was a specialist in bibliography and the book arts, not a 
mere academician, and that is what a great library really needs. A specialist in ‘ one field ” 
is perhaps not the man to keep the right balance in a national collection which is concerned 
with many fields. Seema 

The Library Association have pleasure in announcing that the Library Association 
Carnegie Medal for an outstanding book for children published during 1948 has been awarded 
to Mr. Richard Armstrong for Sea Change, published by Messrs. ]. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd. 


Mr. W. A. Foyle is to award an annual prize of {250 for the best volume of verse 
published in the United Kingdom. The judges are Lord Dunsany, Mr. Cecil Day Lewis, 
Mr. David Hardman, M.P., and Mr, W, A. Foyle. 
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Of how many novelists have they said— 
“The best male novelist this generation has produced in 


England ” COMPTON MACKENZIE 


‘* A born novelist, a real creative writer, and we must cherish 


him J. B. PRIESTLY 


** A survivor for critics looking back later in the twentieth 


century ” RICHARD CHURCH 


** One of the two living English novelists certain to survive **— 


C. DAY LEWIS 


“If Mr. Hutchinson is as great a writer as he sometimes seems 


to be he is among the very greatest names in English 
literature SEAN O'FAOLAIN 


All this and more has been said of 


R. HUTCHINSON 


whose first full-length novel since 1939 ts now ready 


ELEPHANT & CASTLE 
PUBLISHED BY CASSELL 
704 pp. Lge. Crn. Bro. 15/- net 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST BOOKSHOP 


FOR BOOKS * 


Librarians throughout 
the World praise our 
Public Libraries dept. 


Manager: Mr. J. McKenzie 


119-125 CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C.2 


Gerrard 5660 (16 lines) 
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Personal News 


Mr. A. F. Armstrong, A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, St. Helens Public Libraries, to be 
Cataloguing Assistant, Reference Library, 
Liverpool Public Libraries, as from the 2nd 


May. 


\ Morris 5 ewt. van has been purchased 
by the Lindsey and Holland County Library 
for use as a Mobile Film Unit. It is being 
equipped for silent and sound films and will 
be in use in May, 1949. A qualified full-time 
projectionist is being engaged. 


Topicalities 
Edited by ENSER, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


Every month this column endeavours to be 
not only controversial but also reiterates the 
enormous importance to our profession of 
maintaining the highest standards possible in 
the printing of publications bearing the im- 
print of public libraries. 


Many publications sent in for review are 
not deemed up to the standards required and 
are thereby not mentioned, but it may be 
that those noted are not seen by other 
librarians. Consequently, those responsible 
for publications ignored are not able to com- 
pare their emanations with the choice of the 
month and the honourable mentions. 


\s this is our Conference month it is 
suggested that the Library Association should 
include in their official exhibits at the annual 
conference a selection of public library publica- 
tions of the past year, together with production 
costs, so that the general Standard of printing 
of bulletins, reports and brochures, could be 
improved and thereby command the respect 
not only of the commercial world but also 
of the public we are supposed to serve. 


THIS MONTH'S CHOICE 
MITCH AM’S Teen agers choice Py 


for young people. 

Of all bulletins issued, those in respect of 
adolescent readers are the scarcest, so that 
this publication is doubly welcome. In 
chocolate Bodoni regular, on cream, with 
names of authors and titles easily distinguished, 
adequately annotated, well-spaced, and in 
all ways a credit to public library publications, 


some ks 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


BRIDLINGTON’S Gateway, Spring, 1949. 
Unfortunately has to rely upon some advertise- 
ments to cover the cost of produétion, but 
otherwise attractive, especially a concluding 
article on Winifred Holtby ‘and an article on 
Charlotte Bronte’s holiday in Bridlington. 

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY LIBRARY’S 
selective lists. Three have been issued so far 
comprising twenty books on each subject 
chosen, poultry, spring cleaning and flower 
gardening, the latter being the most pleasing. 

HORNSEY ’S Books of the month, April, 1949. 
The usual high-standard fold-over booklet, in 
red Times Roman and Gill Sans on azure. 
Includes a useful note on a dozen of the best 
novels published last year. PADDINGTON’S 
Book News, April, 1949. Similar to Hornsey’s, 
except in Green Times Roman throughout, on 
cream. 

SWINDON’S In print. In grey Times 
Roman on white, with well-chosen subjeé 
headings. Would have been better to have 
used heavier type. 


NEWS. NEWS. NEWS. 

HORNSEY held a children’s Book Festival 
Week between March 24th and April 2nd, 
with several well-known authors as speakers. 

SWANSEA put on a marionette perform- 
ance of Kenneth Grahame’s ‘‘ Wind in the 
Willows ” for the children. 

SWINDON’S new Central Library was 
opened on March 26th by Compton Mackenzie. 
A most attractive brochure was issued to mark 
the event. 


Library Reports 
By Herserr C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 
\ll Reports are for 1947-48. 


BARKING.—Borough Librarian, ’. G. Fairchild, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 77,660. Rate, 6d. 
Income from Rate, £18,900. Total Stock, 
97,073. Additions, 11,370. Withdrawals, 
7,226. Total Issues, 555,241. Tickets in 
force, 38,400. Branches, 2. 

Mr. F. W. McLaren retired during the year after 
having been Borough Librarian for 26 years, and the 
Deputy Librarian, Mr. Fairchild, was appointed to 
succeed him. There was a slight improvement in the 
book circulation from the Central Library, but both 
branch libraries reported decfeases, except in the 
issue of non-fictional works to adults. None of the 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 
B. IFOR EVANS, M.A., D.Litt. 


A SPECIAL LIBRARY EDITION of this classic will be available on June Ist 
in response to a wide demand. Since it was first published in the 


af 
a Pelican Series in 1940, this book has passed through many editions and 


has been translated into Spanish, Portuguese, Turkish, Persian and 


* Arabic. This present edition has been fully revised. 7/6 net. 
: 

“i HAIL FELLOW WELL MET 


Autobiography of the late SIR SEYMOUR HICKS 


Sir Seymour Hicks’ many friends, and all who love the theatre, will 
enjoy this book which is a genial and gracious mixture of reminiscence, 
reflection and fantasy. Many of the great figures of the theatre move 


ies 
net in and out of his pages. We find, as well, some delightful but modest 
ve accounts of his own many achievements. 106 


Second Impression, May | 3. 
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INTERNATIONAL BOOKSELLERS Ltd. 
39, Museum Street, London, W.C.1 HOL 4941 

Large stock of books on 

ECONOMICS POLITICS 

PSY 

ETC. 
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s, We import books from 

in 
U.S.A., FRANCE, ITALY, GERMANY, SWITZERLAND, ETC, 
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junior libraries were so busy as they were last vear. 
lotal circulation was below that of last year. .\ Start 
has been made on the complete reorganisation of the 
whole library system. 


BinMINGHAM.——Ci/y Librarian, F. |. Patrick, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 1,076,230. Rate, 
4.s2d. Income from Rate, £132,942. Total 
Stock, 1,329,549. Additions, 47,964. With 
drawals, 38,864. Total Issues, 4,998,851. 
Tickets held, 381,458. Branches, 26. 

Ihe Steady growth in non-tictional reading which 
has been a feature of recent years was maintained 
during the year under review The Reference Library 
enjoved its most successful year as far as issues were 
concerned. Circulation of children’s books. slightly 
exceeded the previous vear, but there was a big drop 
in the use of adult ti€tion. These are the main iterns 
in the report on book circulation which showed a 
2 per cent reduction on the figures for last vear. \ new 
Central Library remains the outstanding requirement 
of the library service. The Central Newsroom is Still 
without a home of its own \ temporary library 
service at a Community Centre has been established, 
and similar arranycments in other areas are contem 
plated annual Library Association 
Summer Schools, interrupted by the War, was success 
fully resumed during the year 


scrics of 


Carpire.—City Librarian, Edmund Jj. Rees, 
F.L.A. Total Issues, 2,541,431. Tickets in 
force, 96,192. Branches and Lending 


Centres, 12. 
here was again a substantial extension of the use 
of the Libraries in the vear being reviewed, the total 
circulation showing an increase of 70,719 over the 
I'here was a notable rise in the use made 
Iechnical department of the 


previous year. 
of the Commercial and 
Reference Library. 
children’s books in the libraries, but this is offset by a 
good increase in the issues from the libraries in the 
The service at H.M. Prison has been Steadily 
developed and now larger selections of books are 
provided more frequently than before. The provision 
of small libraries in Hostels for Aged People, inaugu- 
rated last year, has been maintained and is greatly 
appreciated by the old folk. Among the proposals for 
the future of the Library Service are the provision of 
three new branches, the extension of some of the 
existing buildings, and, what is most essential, a new 
Central building. 


sch« Is. 


NortrHampton.—Chief Librarian and Curator, 
Reginald W. Brown, F.L.A. Stock 
Additions, 9,103. Withdrawals, 4,390. 
Total Issues, 753,206. Branches, 4. 

The chief feature in this busy year was the opening 
of the new Juvenile Library. Part of the Magazine and 
Newsroom has been converted to house the children’s 
department, which has for a good number of years been 
languishing in a basement room. Children took advan- 
tage of their new service and a most gratifying increase 
in the number of books issued was recorded. Total 
circulation for the year showed an increase of 44,613 
when compared with the previous year. A site has been 
acquired for the ereétion of a branch library at St. 
James’. The Museums attraéted 76,767 visitors during 
the year, 


\ decline is reported in the use of 


World 


Round the Library 


Nores AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITy 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


Boston University has agreed to sell four 
buildings to the Public Library. The buildings 
adjoin the present Copley Square main Library 
and will be adapted in carrying out a plan to 
use a city block for the ereétion of a modern 


addition to the Library, at an estimated cost of 


$5,000,000. 


Madrid University Library reports progress 
in providing an adequate book service. The 
Librarian, in drawing attention to the need for 
further growth and improvement, particularly 
recommends the establishment of a central 
University Library. 


In addition to the United Nations Library 
and the Library of Congress, many of the 
\merican University Libraries and Municipal 
Libraries have now installed Micro Library 
Readers. Schools in the United States are 
also making use of Micro-cards and Readers. 
Micro Library, Inc., is now manufacturing 
the cards and special publishers are acting 
as distributing agencies. There seems little 
room for doubt that in the very near future the 
use of micro-cards will have superseded that of 
micro-film all over the world. For library 
purposes all the advantages lie in the use of the 
tormer and librarians are strongly advised not 
to commit themselves and their libraries too 
heavily to the use of micro-film, the use of 
which in libraries is likely ta be outmoded 
before long. 


The Annual Report of the Otago University 
Library for 1948 records very remarkable 
progress. Borrowings for home _ reading 
increased by 6,000, and the number of 
accessions was far above any previous figure. 
The Report regards this progress as em- 
phasizing ‘‘the wisdom of developing a 
well-adjusted decentralisation, and of strength- 
ening the staff by a core of professionally 
trained and qualified workers.” There will be 
some doubt in many librarians’ minds about 
the wisdom of decentralisation but not about 
the truth of the second observation. 


Mr. John Harris, who has been Librarian of 
Otago University for fourteen years, has been 
appointed Librarian of the new University at 
Ibadan, Nigeria, 
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A New Edition of the 18th Century Classic 
MEMOIRS OF 


WILLIAM HICKEY 


** One of the greatest works of English reminiscences, written with extra- 


ordinary vigour and honesty.”’ 
HUMPHRY HOUSE, B.B.C. Third Programme. 


‘+... has taken his place among the most fascinating memoir-writers of his 
own or any other period . . . remarkably readable . . . unconventional English 
classic. In addition to its historical importance, has the gusto and excite- 
ment of half a dozen cloak-and-sword romances.” 

PETER QUENNELL in Daily Mail. 


Demy 8vo.  Ilustrated. £4 4s. the set. 


SARAH BERNHARDT 


MY GRANDMOTHER 
by Lysiane Bernhardt 


‘** There are numbers of interesting personal details not to be found else- 
where ; and there is a most interesting selection of photographs.”’ 
~Time and Vide. 


‘* This biography by her granddaughter is an intimate study that no one 
should miss.’’—Nens Review. 
‘* A picturesque evocation.’’— Swniday limes. 


‘* A frank, yet delicately told, chronicle of Bernhardt’s private life.’ 
—Times Literary Supplement. 


Large Demy 8vo. 37 Llustrations. 21/- net. 
In preparation 


A LIFE OF 


JOHN KEATS 


by Dorothy Hewlett 
In this completely revised and enlarged life of Keats, Miss Hewlett has much 
that is new to the public. First published under the title of ** Adonais,’’ and 


warmly praised by the critics, the first edition was awarded the Rose Mary 
Crawshay Prize in 1938. Large Demy 8vo. 21 Illustrations. 25/- net. 


HURST & BLACKETT 


Publishers since 1812 


11 Stratford Place : London, W.1 
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\s part of its activity of promoting inter- 
national educational exchange, UNESCO 
finances, sponsors and administers a limited 
number of fellowships in the fields of education, 
science and culture, and has now published a 
document which aims at outlining from actual 
reports of fellowship holders, their work and 
activities. In the two years 1947 and 1948, 
UNESCO'S Department of Exchange of 
Persons has been concerned with administering 
fellowships financed by UNESCO and 160 
fellowships donated by governmental and 
accredited private agencies and sponsored by 
LNESCO, together representing a_ total 
investment of approximately $600,000. Copies 
of UNESCO’S” Handbook on Study 
\broad,” giving information about 10,500 
Opportunities for international study may 
be obtained at 5s. plus postage. 


Cambridge Bibliographical Society was 
founded on 2oth January of this year, for the 
promotion and publication of bibliographical 
Studies. Membership is open to all, subject to 
acceptance by the Committee, and Libraries and 
Institutions are eligible. Transactions and 
occasional publications will be issued. The 
annual subscription is one guinea. 

“The printed book began to dominate 
literature in the fifteenth century; after a 
sway lasting nearly five hundred years, it 
began to decline about the middle of the 
twentieth century, and by the end of that 
century had been largely superseded.” That 
is the prophetic opening sentence of a fascin- 
ating and important article on ‘‘ The Twilight 
of the Printed Book,” by George R. Stewart, 
which appears in the current issue of The 
Pacifie Spectator. A\\ interested in micro-film, 
micro-card or any form of miniprint will find 
much enjoyment in Mr. Stewart’s article. 


The year 1885 marked a memorable date 
in the history of the Apostolic Vatican Library 
for in that year the first of the new series of 
catalogues of codices in the Vatican Library 
was published. A magnificently produced 
commemorative volume has been published, 
with the title ‘‘ The Books published by the 


Vatican Library, 1885-1947: an_ Illustrated 


\nalytic Catalogue.” This work is much 
more than that title implies, for it contains a 
long, illustrated, history of the publishing 
activities of the Vatican Library with full 
accounts of the Printing House and of the 


editorial work. It takes rank as a reference 
work of first importance for scholarly libraries. 


The songs of Stephen Collins Foster are a 
part of his country’s heritage, and enjoy a 
universal popularity, particularly, of course, 
the * Old Folks at Home,” commonly called 
** Swanee River.” The research work of the 
Foster Hall Collection is the subject of a 
pamphlet by the curator, Fletcher Hodges, |r., 
reprinted from Pennsylvania History. The 
Foster Hall Collection of material relating to 
the life and works of Foster was founded in 
1931 and since 1937 has formed part of the 
University of Pittsburgh. Its publications 
should be acquired by all music libraries. 


Under the auspices of the Empire Art Loan 
Exhibitions Society, the City of Lincoln Public 
Libraries, Museum and Art Gallery have held 
an Exhibition of Dutch Paintings and Drawings 
of the Schools of the Hague and Amsterdam 
Impressionists, 1850-1900. The occasion was 
given the character of a Dutch Festival, with a 
special exhibition of modern Dutch works, 
concerts, etc. The literature issued, especially 
the illustrated brochure, “‘ The Hague and 
Amsterdam Impressionists,” reflects great 
credit on all concerned. 


The issue for March, 1949, of ‘‘ UNESCO 
Courier” contains a summary statement of 
work accomplished or planned in conneétion 
with Books and Libraries. The same issue 
also contains, a full-page account of the 
Book Coupon Scheme, which will interest 
most librarians. The first to make use of this 
new scheme was a St. Andrews University 
student, whose photograph is reproduced, 
together with his letter to UNESCO. 

The ‘ Reader’s Guide” to the British 
Library of Political and Economic Science, 
which was first published in 1934, had steadily 
been enlarged until it had become rather too 
big to serve as an easy aid to information. 
Wisely it has now been replaced by two publica- 
tions, ** Notes for Readers ” and ‘*‘ Guide to 
Colleétions,” both of which are admirable and 
useful publications. In point of faét the 
bibliographical lists included in the ** Guide” 
are so well compiled and so reliable that the 
booklet may be commended as a_biblio- 
graphical tool for other libraries. 
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Just Published by 


PHAIDON 


TINTORETTO 


by HANS TIETQKE 


300 Reproductions. 
Two Folding Plates. 


Pages Text. 
Three Golour Plates. 


Price: 25s. 


FIRST COMPLETE EDITION 
of this greatest European painter of 
the period of the Gounter-Reformation. 

PHAIDON PRESS 


1 Cromwell Place 
LONDON, S.W.7 


THE 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS ANNOUNCE 


A Book for Antique Collectors of Small Means 


OLD ENGLISH FURNITURE 
THERLE HUGHES 
Authoritatively written, informatively illustrated, this 
book is designed for the newcomer to collecting. As an 
introduction to the subject itself it also makes entertaining 
reading. Text covers periods, styles, craftsmen, and 
diagrams are introduced at critical points. Med. 8vo. 
47 pp. of photographs showing dealer's ‘ pieces.’ 21s. net 


Another human story by the author of 
** The Doctor Books 
GREEN PARK TERRACE 
ISABEL CAMERON 
The character drawing is as fresh as ever—the humour, 
gentle irony, interplay of incident are rich in the making 


of a highly entertaining book. 6s. Od. net 
LITTLE DOTS’ 
PLAYWAYS ANNUAL 


Re-issue of a popular favourite representing the cream of 
PLAYWAYS stories, novelties and ideas. A full length 


story by Enid Blyton is included. Illustrated in line and 
colour-line, and six beautiful colour plates. Feap. 4to. 
184 pp. (92 containing two-colour line) 6s. Od. net 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 


4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4, England 


ESSENTIAL 


for all libraries 


MEDIGAL PHOTOGRAPHY 


RADIOGRAPHIC & CLINICAL 
by T. A. Longmore, F.R.S. 


The only comprehensive work in 

the world on clinical and radio- 

graphic photography. The Fourth 

Edition, just published, enlarged 

to over twice its original volume 
and scope, now comprises : 
1012 pages, 440 illustrations 

10 piates in full colour 
Price 50 - 


Prospectus free on request 


Published by — 
——FOCAL PRESS, 3! FITZROY SQ., W.1 


DIRECTORY OF 
NATURAL HISTORY 
SOCIETIES 


H. K. AIRY SHAW, 


With a Foreword by 
Julian S. Huxley, D.Sc., F.R.S., & R. S. R. Fitter 


General Editor : 
Beowulf A. Cooper, 8.Sc., A.R.C.S., F.R.E.S. 


A unique publication, invaluable to all Naturalists, 
giving details of the Foundation, Membership, 
Activities, Amenities—such as Collections, Libraries 
and Apparatus—and Publications of over 600 Societies 
whose interests are wholly or mainly Biological. 
The Directory covers all parts of the British Isles, and 
the references are arranged alphabetically under 
geographical headings. 


Price 7/6 
from 


The Amateur Entomologists’ Society 


1 West Ham Lane, London, E.15 


155 pp. Post Free 
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Liverroon. A new branch library, to meet the 
needs of the Mossley Hill district, was opened 
on the 14th April by Sir John Hobhouse, J.P., 
in the library of the mansion house “ Sudley,” 
the former residence of the Holt family. The 
house and its extensive grounds and an endow- 
ment fund of {20,000 were bequeathed to the 
City by the late Miss Emma Holt. The stock 
of books numbers over 5,000 volumes, in- 
cluding music and foreign literature. The 
existing mahogany bookcases have been supple 
mented by two specially designed island cases. 
The painting of the walls and the lighting are 
in keeping with the period. Other parts of 
the building are being devoted to exhibitions 
from the Art Gallery and Museums. 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
GENERAL 
BIGNOLD (Sir Robert) Five Generations ot the 
Bignold Family, 1767-1947, and their con- 
nection with the Norwich Union. Frontis. 
Illus. Batsford. 21s. od. net. 

\ record of the Bignold family from the time of the 
author's great-grandtather to the present day which 
traces the phenomenal growth of the Norwich Union 
Insurance Socictics trom a small k cal oryvanitsatk m to 
one of the largest British financial institutions. It 
throws interesting sidelights on English history of 
the last one-and-a-half centuries. The public life of an 
important provincial city, local and national politics, 
wars and crises, eminent national tigures, all find their 
place in this account of five generations of an English 
tamily. The work is well indexed. 

Brooks (Helen) Your Embroidery. Plates, 
Diagrams. Sylvan Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

lo the uninitiated the craft of embroidery with 
its numberless Stitches and countless devices is a closed 
book, of which the author has turned many leaves. 
She writes in a clear and effective Style which will not 
only enlighten the beginner but will also appeal to 
the expert. The designs will be found most helpful. 


Caste (E. J.), (R. W.) and 
Kapescu (W. H.) Science in a Changing 
World. Illus. New York, Prentice-Hall. 


31s. 6d. net. 

his is an attempt to give everyone a grasp of the 
many ways in which science is re-shaping all phases of 
modern life. It gives fundamental information about 
the physical sciences by relating them to daily problems 
and experiences. There is up-to-date information on 
such subjects as atomic fission, radar, the eleétron 
microscope and other vital matters, and opens the way 
to an understanding of the important scientitic questions 
of this atomic age. To the general reader it will give a 
better understanding of the world in which he lives 
and a good grounding in the physical sciences. 


Cray (Rotha Mary) Julius Caesar Ibbetson, 
1759-1817. Country Life.. 63s. od. net. 

W hile the 6th Earl of Balcarres was abroad, govern 
ing Jamaica, his Countess was largely occupied in 
bringing up their family, and J. C. Ibbetson was engaged 
as art instruétor of the Ladies Elizabeth and Anne 
Lindsay. Not very far away, young David Wilkie was 
not so fortunately circumstanced, and it was to help 
such Students as Wilkie that Ibbetson published his 
instructions on “ Painting in Oil.” Ibbetson was not 
primarily a teacher of painting, however, and Miss 
Clay is more concerned to do justice to his memory as 
artist and man. He has long been established as a Little 
Master, but Miss Clay has shown that, far from beiny 
a “sot sunk in follies and vice ”’ [bbetson, self-taught 
and self-dependant, struggled for thirty years against 
poverty and crushing blows of fate to emerge eventually 

to his lasting credit—as “the laughing painter.” 

Miss Clay's research extended over seven years, and, 

as an historian, she has known how to pursue that 

research, making full use of every scrap of manuscript 
and family record and, not least, of Ibbetson’s own work 

She has produced what is likely to retnain the standard, 

as it is the only reliable biography of a negleéted artist 

who deserves to be bracketed—as he once was-——with 

George Morland and Richard WeStall; and in giving 

her work to the public Miss Clay has been fortunate 

in her choice of publishers. 

Domvit_e-Firt (Charles W.) Australian Pan- 
orama—Land of Golden Opportunity. Illus, 
Maps. Rankin. 15s. od. net. 

\n excellent account of Australia as it is to-day, 
which gives the reader a full understanding of this 
Empire Nation in the flush of its recent triumph, 
viétory under arms, achievement in industry and, 
perhaps the greatest of all, the promise of a future in 
this sunny land to a whole race. The many illustrations 
show nearly every phase of life and industry in Australia. 
The principal cities and towns are briefly commented 
on, but more space is devoted to the primary industrics 
of the country and conditions of living and working. 
Useful appendices deal with wages, food prices, clothing 
costs, prices of hoasehold linen and Australia’s income 
tax. The volume should be of great interest to intending 
emigrants and all who want to know what Australia 
is really like to-day. 

Goutp Lee (Arthur S$.) The Royal House of 
Greece. Illus. Ward Lock. 18s. 6d. net. 

\ very readable account of a dynasty. From 1821 
to date the fortunes of the Greek Royal Family have 
been followed throughout, the leading personalitics 
during one hundred and twenty odd years being pre- 
sented in lifelike and charaéteristic form. Two out- 
Standing tigures have particular interest for English 
readers at the present time, namely The Duchess of 
Kent and the Duke of Edinburgh. Many vicissitudes 
have passed over the heads of the Greek royal person- 
ages and Vice-Marshal Arthur Gould Lec has told their 
Story in the most sympathetic manner possible. 
Grierson (Herbert) And the Third Day. A 

Record of Hope and Fulfilment. _ IIlus., 
some col., selected by John Rothenstein. 
Sampson Low. 15s. od. net. 

Contains passages from the Bible, Plato, Virgil, 
Cicero, Milton, Dr. Johnson, Raleigh, Spenser, Sidney, 
Shakespeare, and many later Standard writers, tending 
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to show the desire of man for immortality and to inspire 
him with future hope. The illustrations are taken in 
most cases from the Old Masters, and also include 
reproductions from William Blake’s drawings. 
GrirritrH (Gwilym O.) Makers of Modern 
Thought. Lutterworth. 15s. od. net. 

Names that come up almost automatically when 
reading the above title are Bacon, Descartes, Spinoza, 
Kant, Rousseau, Comte, Marx, T. H. Huxley and Freud, 
and the author devotes a chapter to each of these great 
thinkers. All students of modern trends of thought 
should study the work carefully as it will add con 
siderably to their knowledge of present-day conditions. 
Harris (Percy W.) Ed. Amateurs Just Like 

You. Illus. Focal Press. 15s. 6d. net. 

(Amateurs have done more than their share for 
photography and have aétually improved much of it. 
In this beautifully illustrated volume the reader is ably 
introduced to the work of enthusiastic amateur photo- 
uraphers by the President of the Royal Photographic 
Society. Their social spheres are as varied as their 
interests and their Stories are as diflerent from each 
other as their methods of going about producing 
pictures. All interested in photography should find 
the work of very praétical value. 


Haske (Arnold L.) Ballet Vignettes. Illus. 


\lbyn Press. ros. 6d. net. 

Mr. Haskell has written critical estimates of many 
of the popular ballet dancers. From the time of Pavlova 
and Karsavina he comes up to Helpmann and Moira 
Shearer, He divides the Styles into the English, Ameri- 
can, French Schools, etc. 

Kipp (M. K.) and Lone (C. W.) Filmstrip 
and Slide Projection. Illus. Focal Press. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Filmstrip and miniature slide projectors are so 
much used these days in the home, lecture hall and 
classroom, that few people trouble about clementary 
rules. Two specialists explain in non-technical language 
all that should be known about projeétors and their 
electrical aspeéts and what to do if anything goes wrong. 
They also give ready-made plans of how to build a 
projector if those in shops cannot be afforded. 
LIVINGSTON (Marjorie) Delphic Echo. Dakers. 

12s. 6d. net. 

The third volume of a series, the previous of which 
were “Island Sonata" and “ Muted Strings.’’ The 
author has attempted to demonstrate the working of 
deStiny in her charaéters through different incarnations. 
\ well written series on a theme of interest to an in- 
creasing number of people. 

MANNING-SANDERS (Ruth) The West of Eng- 
land. Col. frontis. Illus. Batsford. 12s. 6d. 
net. 

One more addition to that delightful colleétion 
known as the Face of Britain Series. he descriptions 
accompanied by many illustrations, cover the counties 
ot Cornwall, Devon, Somerset and the Scilly Isles. 
This is not in any sense of the word a guide-book but 
merely the writer’s attempt to convey a personal im- 
pression of a familiar and well-loved stretch of country. 
lhe historical associations, life and people, landscapes, 
towns, churches and houses all appear in this racy and 
entertaining survey, 


ST. PANCRAS BOROUGH COUNCIL 
APPOINTMENT OF LIBRARIANS 


Applications are invited for the undermentioned 
appointments. Particulars of the grades and salary 
scales applicable and experience necessary are as 
follows : 

SENIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS Grade Il 
£420-£15-£465 

Candidates must be Chartered Librarians, with a 

thorough knowledge of all routine duties and ex- 

perience of home-reading departments, reference 
library work and all other departmental and ex- 
tension activities of a modern public library service 

ASSISTANT CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS. 
Grade Il. £420-£15-£465 

Candidates must be Chartered Librarians, who 

have had wide experience of work with young 

people and of modern children’s library methods 
and activities, including story hours, lectures, 
discussion groups, play-reading circles, and other 
extension work. 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN. Grade I. 
£390-£15-£435 

Minimum qualification required is the Entrance 

Examination of the Library Association (or its 

equivalent). Candidates should be thoroughly 

conversant with all routine duties in a Branch 

Library or Central Lending Department. 

The appointments will be subject to the provisions 
of the National Scheme and the Local Government 
Superannuation Act, 1937. London weighting (accord- 
ing to age) is payable in addition to the above- 
mentioned salary scales. 

The Council are unable to assist in the provision 
of housing accommodation. Canvassing will disqualify. 
Applicants must disclose, in writing, whether they are 
related to any member or senior officer of the Council. 

Applications by letter, stating age, qualifications, 
experience, past and present engagements, together 
with copies of three recent testimonials, must be 
delivered to the undersigned not later than the 
28th MAY, 1949. 


St. Pancras Town Hall, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.|!. 


R.C.E. AUSTIN, 
Town Clerk. 


MariraIn (Jacques) and JEAN (Coéteau) Art 
and Faith. Letters between Jacques Maritain 
and Jean Coéteau. New York, Philosophi- 
cal Library. $2.75. 


These letters between a philosopher and a poct 
have been translated from the French by John Coleman. 
In his replies to Coéteau, Maritain writes, “ Let no one 
say, because we are exchanging these letters, that you 
propose to annex my philosophy to your poetry, or I 
your poetry to my philosophy. We merely claim these 
two can love each other and remain free.”” Here is the 
matter neatly worded for every reader. 


Poucuer (W. A.) The Backbone of England. 


Illus. Country Life. 30s. od. net. 

The truth of the author’s modest statement that 
“the photographs in this book could have been taken 
by anyone "’ may be doubted, for he has few equals 
as photographer and has published no more lovely or 
more fascinating collection than this one. Better known 
in our schooldays as the “ Watershed of England,”’ 
the Pennines have never before received treatment 
adequate to the loveliness of their valleys and villages 
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or to the spectacular vistas from their heights. Few 

more pleasant touring holidays could be spent in this 

country than in following Mr. Poucher from Derbyshire 

to Cumberland, with his delightful travel notes to read 

at the end of cach day's journey. 

Scorr (W. S.) Ed. New Shelley Letters. Illus. 
Bodley Head. tos. 6d. net. 

his correspondence consists mainly of letters 
relating to Thomas Jefferson Hogg, Shelley's bio- 
grapher. Whilst there is some new material amongst 
them, in the main the colleétion is somewhat sketchy, 
with omissions and lacking sequence, which makes them 
a little disappointing, though anything new about the 
Shelley circle is definitely to be welcomed. 
Scumirrz (Robert Morell) Hugh Blair. New 

York: King’s Crown Press London : 
Geoffrey Cumberlege. 15s. od. net. 

Preacher and Professor, the subjeét of this bio 
graphy is perhaps best known for the part he took in 
the wreat Ossian controversy of the cighteenth century 
That, however, forms only a small part of his activities 
among his circle of famous friends, which included 
Hume, Carlyle, \dam Smith, and many others. 
SnepHerD (E. Colston) and others. The Air 

League Book: <A Review of Post-War 
\viation. Illus. Foley House Press. 
net. 

Those who have occasion to write or talk about 
aviation cannot afford to be without this work for 
reference to the faéts and opinions expressed. Fach 
of the fourteen contributors has a specialised knowledge 
of the branch with which he deals, and together they 
express the thoughts of the best brains in British 
aviation. It has been produced for The Air League 
of the British Empire, an organisation which exists 
to bring before the public the knowledge of what 
aviation, civil and military, means to Britain and the 
Empire, both from the point of view of, security and 
commerce. There are numerous photo illustrations. 
Sourer (Alexander) Compiler. A Glossary 

of Later Latin to 600 a.p. Oxford: Claren- 
don Press. 42s. od. net. 

This scholarly work was begun about tifty years 
ago, its aim being to furnish a list of those Latin word 
forms, with their meanings and some phrases, which 
are to be found in books and * documents * of the period 
4.D. 180-600, but not, so far as is known, in works of 
earlier date than that period. When plans were made 
for a new Oxford Latin Diétionary, it was decided not 
to include in the main work writers who flourished 
later than about 18 Christian Latin authors 
were excluded. It was, however, thought advisable to 
supplement the work with a glossary, and the present 
volume is the result and Students may have some help 
in reading authors like \usonius, Claudian, and \mmian, 
or the City of God and Confessions of St. Augustine, 
or the Letters of St. Jerome. As a reference work it is 
indispensable to libraries 
TRAHERNE (Michael) Be Quiet and Go A- 

(Angling. lus. Frontis. Lutterworth, 
8s. 6d. net. 

\n excellent dissertation on the moods, recolleétions 
thoughts and feelings that beset the angler, written in 
the direét line of Grey, of Sheringham, and of Walton. 
It is imbued with the very spirit of angling. In addition 


12s. 6d. 


to the tranquillity and the pleasant peaceful brooding 
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there is 


excitement and the keen thrill of the fly-fisher as he 


of the coarse-fisher as he watches his float, 


casts to the rise. The prose will delight the mind and 
the presentation of the subjeét-matter will give pleasure 
and satisfaétion to discerning fishermen. 
Wuyre (R. O.) Farming for Industry. 

Todd Publishing Group. 7s. 6d. net. 

The type of farming dealt with in this very in- 

formative book is that mainly concerned with animal 
produéts and by-produéts for the needs of industry 
and the materials for manufaéture such as leather, oils 
from plants, rubber, tobacco, drugs and medicinal 
crops, industrial alcohol, cosmetics, essential oils, ete. 
It emphasises the possibility of improving the tech- 
niques of providing the produéts most needed for 
industry. 


Illus. 


FICTION 

Barratr (Kathleen) The 
Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ wartime Story of an unmarried mother. Stella 
faces life bravely as a schoolmistress and learns how to 
work out her early mistake to a logical and happy 
conclusion. 

Bowen (Marjorie) The Bishop of Hell, and 
other Stories. Introduétion by Michael 
Sadleir. Bodley Head. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ disintegrating force lies at the root of Marjorie 
Bowen's tales of terror in which she describes in no 
uncertain manner the horrors of hatred, jealousy, gloom 
and decay. And yet behind the sombre note there is 
another of sympathy and compassion which does much 
to mitigate the sordid and console the reader. Her 
Strong charaéterisation, master of detail and sureness of 
touch, as well as of intimate knowledge of the eight- 
eenth century which she uses as her background, place 
this colleétion of short Stories well in the forefront of 
this particular Style of literary work. Michael Sadleir 
contributes an excellent Introduétion to the Stories. 


Fiavin (Martin) The Enchanted. Iilus. 
Hodder and Stoughton. 9s. 6d. net. 

\ charming Story by a writer whose portre aval of 
childhood is as delicate as Eiluned Lewis’s Den on the 
Grass. \t describes in dramatic fashion the adventures 
of seven children who escaped from the horrors of war 
to a world of their own creation after the terrors and 
excitements of flight and shipwreck. Drawings by 
Cyrus Leroy Baldridge decorate the novel and the 
coloured jacket is from a painting by J}. Morton Sale. 
Foster (George C.) Peace Among the Pelicans. 

Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ humorous novel in which Sir Raffles Truffles of 
Pondleton Hall contaéts Begonian Diplomats, burglars, 
a fanless dancer and other strange charaéters, the object 
of attraétion being a ruby-and-diamond necklace. 
Goreut (Lord) Let not thy Left Hand. Ward, 

Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 

The three ].W’'s. formed a very nice little problem 
for Trumble, the super and Gordon Ross, his assistant. 
Equal to Lord Gorell’s fine D.E.Q. 
Horwer (Sydney) Haloes for Hire. 

8s. 6d. net. 

The death of Mayhew Oliphant who leaves a 
fortune to one of the worthies of the Cathedral ‘Town, 
Milk, sets everybody by the ears and causes a scandal 


Fault Undone. 


Jenkins. 
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among the characters. In describing the various per- 
sonalities who form the ingredients of a real imbroglio 
Mr. Horler is at his most humorous and gives his many 
readers a laugh from page one to the end. 
Marcus (Alan) Straw to Make Brick. Bodley 
Head. 12s. 6d. net. 

The setting of this novel is in Bavaria with the 
war just over. The sense of immediate personal danger 
among the defeated is removed and their loyalties 


become divided. It is a novel of failure on the part of 


the Jewish Private Mark Gordon to reconcile his hatred 
for a deteated people with his love for a girl who is one 
ot them. The author joins the very few writers who 
have succeeded in conveying the helpless bewilderment 
of men of integrity who are fighting against deccit, 
avarice and corruption in the post-war world. 


MarGErson (Elizabeth) Turn Back from 
Summer. Ward, Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 
Speed and surgery are difficult to weld into 

harmony. So at least Jonathan Yorke and Libby 

Forsythe found out when they married. Libby’s career 

of aviation and motor racing put almost insuperable 

barriers between them. This readable story tells how 
they were overcome at long last. 


Wayne (Hilary) Tickletoby. Jenkins. 8s. 6d. 
net. 

The excitement Starts in the Piccadilly underground 
and involves an o!d suitcase which bursts open and 
reveals a knife which not only has a personality but a 
name—Tickletoby. The knife forms a good medium 
for an introduétion between Fanny Eden and Valentine 
Daneforth and from the day they meet incident follows 
incident with plenty of mystery and romance to spice 
the Story. 


JUVENILE 
EpMoNDsToOn (Mary E.) Strangers in the Islands. 
Illus. Hammond. 6s. od. net. 

Here is an exciting story which is set in the remote 
Shetland Islands. Young Christine Scott and her young 
friends arrive there for a long anticipated holiday. 
It is not an ordinary holiday. Hair-raising adventure 
comes to them which involves careful detective work, 
but there is plenty of time for pleasanter things such as 
sailing, riding, bathing and good fun. 


FisHer (Douglas) Little World. Sylvan Press’ 
gs. 6d. net. 


\ Story of childhood and youth in a Cotswold 
village at the beginning of the century. All the joys of 
country life, the excitements of the weekly shopping 
expedition, school and holidays, are described with a 
sense of humour. 


Grey (Janet) The Sixth Form Pantomime. 
Illus. Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 

_Rhoda Quince comes as a new girl to St. Ursula’s, 
the famous school beloved by all Janet Grey's adolescent 
readers. Rhoda causes trouble and heartburning among 
the other pupils at a time when great excitement pre- 
vails owing to the rehearsals for a pantomime. The 
manner in which matters get cleared up makes a very 
entertaining Story. 
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NEW EDITIONS 

AGAN (Tessie) The House. Its Plan and Use. 
Illus. Lippincott. 28s. od. net. 

\t no time was the problem of housing, in good 
and sufhcient quantity, more urgently in need of atten- 
tion than today, and the author has wisely rewritten 
and brought up to date an earlicr volume. The gist of 
the matter appears in twelve clauses on page vi, of 
which it is only necessary to quote two, namely, “ ‘To 
develop standards of housing which will cover adequate 
provisions for work, rest, privacy, health, safety, 
comfort, attraétiveness, order and wholesome social 
relations,”’ and “ ‘To develop an appreciation of values 
in regard to the expenditure of time, money and effort 
as these are affected by the house.’’ Excellent aims, both 
of them, 

BrerEsForD (]. D.) The Hampdenshire Wonder. 
With an introduétion by Walter de la Mare. 
The Century Library, No. 10, Eyre & 
Spottiswoode. 6s. od. net. 

Readers will welcome this reprint of Beresford’s 
well-known novel. 

Byrne (M. St. Clare) The Elizabethan Home. 
Illus. Methuen. 6s. od. net. 

The social life of Shakespeare's fellow-citizens is 
here depi¢ted in dialogues by Claudius Hollyband and 
Peter Erondell, two Huguenot refugees, who taught 
French for their livelihood in Elizabethan London. 
The original limited edition was sold out at once, and 
the cheaper edition has been out of print since 1939. 
The reader will get plenty of amusement out of the 
book and be better equipped by the intimacy and detail 
to appreciate other literature of the period. There are 
bibliographical and textual notes and a glossary. 
Dost (Frank) Tongues of the Monte. The 

Mexico I like. With wood engravings by 
Eric King. Hammond. 15s. od. net. 

The author describes his adventures in Northern 
Mexico, living with the people and recounting their 
tales, their traditions, and their beliefs. His book is 
actually a new edition of an earlier one which became so 
popular before the war that it has been issued twice 
since then, first with the present title and again with the 
sub-title first. He writes in a popular style, recounting 
the Stories and sayings of the natives: a chatty travel 
book which will give pleasure to a large circle of readers. 
Harris (M.) The English Chair: its History 

and Evolution. Frontis. Illus. Harris & 
Sons. 17s. 6d. net. 

\ reprint of the second edition of this exceedingly 
informative book, which tells the history and develop- 
ment of every kind of English chair of note from the 
early seventeenth century to the reign of George IV. 
Published by the famous antique dealers and beautifully 
printed by Messrs. Percy Lund Humphries, nothing 
but praise can be given to this attra¢tive publication. 
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Homer. Odyssey. Trans. by S. O. Andrew. 


Dent. 10s. 6d. net. 

\ new work by the translator of parts of the 
“Iliad” under the tithe “ The Wrath of Achilles.” 
It has been attempted to keep both metre and text as 
close to the original as possible. Mr. Andrew's previous 
translations have met with the approval of the late Sir 
\rthur Quiller-Couch and it is likely that the present 
volume, too, will be appreciated by all lovers of Greek 
poetry 
Hunr (Leigh) The Autobiography of Leigh 

Hunt. Edited and with an Introduction 
and Notes by J]. E. Morpurgo.  Cresset 
Press. 9s. 6d. net. 

lhe present text of this famous autobiography is 
based on the 1859 version. Only two editions have 
appeared since then, the latest, half a century ago, 
being the only one with annotations. The Editor's 
notes and interesting Introduétion do much to make the 
volume of outstanding value, since he has done much 
to elucidate the sources from which it was drawn and 
has also provided critical information regarding its 
orizin 
Loncmore (T. A.) Medical Photography. 

Radiographic and Clinical. Hlus. 4th edn., 
revised, Focal Press. sos. od. net. 

Vhis excellent work of reference on medical photo 
uraphy was tirst published during the war and two 
turther editions were called for in the same year. Since 
then it has been unobtainable. Many new chapters 
have been included in this latest edition so that it is 
almost a new book of over 1,000 pages. Techniques 
which could not be discussed during the war are now 
described, all aspeéts devoted to practical work covered 
in full detail, new specialized applications discussed and 
all technical data brought up to date. 
Pearce (Evelyn) Medical 

Dictionary and Encyclopaedia. 
Faber. 17s. 6d. net. 

The latest edition of this Standard reference work 
for nurses will be very welcome. It has been consider 
ably revised and enlarged. Some out of date material 
has been deleted and new information added. Besides 
viving nurses a general view of the treatment and 
nursing care required in many disorders and diseases, 
it should assist them greatly in preparing for their 
various examinations. \s a convenient reference book 
it will help all who need to know what may or may not 
be done in some medical or surgical emergency when 
expert attention is not immediately available 
SHAKESPEARE (William) King Lear. Duthie 

(George lan) Ed. \ Critical Edition, 
Blackwell. 25s. od. net. 

\n interesting discussion on the varicties of text 
in the First Folio and First Quarto of “ King Lear,” 
the intention being to present to the modern reader the 
nearest version of Shakespeare's original. ‘The valuable 
notes till pp. 357-425. To all Students of the texts this 
forms a complete Study of the play with which it deals. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


Basson (Rover W.) If further Inflation comes. 
What can you do about it. 
9s. od. net. 


Lippincott. 


Baker (Frank) The Road was Free. Boardman. 
7s. 6d. net. 
Hitch-hiking from Cornwall to the Hebrides, 
including experiences on thirty-five vehicles of various 
kinds. 


Be.rrr (Ben) Four Poems by Rimbaud: the 


Problem of Translation, 
7s. 6d. net. 

BERNARD (Marc) Anny. Translated by M. L. 
George. Boardman. 8s. 6d. net. 

The original novel was awarded the Prix Interalli¢é 
in 1934. Readers will welcome the English version. 
Graerr (H. C.) The Way of the Mystics. 

The Mercier Press. tos. 6d. net. 

Grey (V.) The Parrys of Pinetops. Pickering. 
3s. 6d. net. 

HENDERSON (Jane) Little Green Truck. John 
Miles. 8s. 6d. net. 

KeELSALL (R. K.) Citizens’ Guide to the New 
Town and Country Planning. Illus. Pen- 
in-Hand. 5s. od. net. 

KxiGur (Kathleen Moore) Port of Seven 
Strangers. Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

Background Mexico, murder, villains and a group 
of American Air Force Officers. 

Messent (Claude J. W.) The Old Door 
Knockers of Norwich. An alphabetical 
list of 45 Door Knockers and Sanctuary 
Knockers in the City of Norwich, and its 
most ancient suburb. 45 illus. Norwich, 
Fletcher. 4s. od. net. 

(Robert) ‘Come, Jack!” The 
Story of a Dog. Col. frontis. Hammond. 
6s. od. net. 

Nebraska, 1870, plagues of coyotes and rattle 
snakes. 

MAcFARLANE(K.) Death Duties. Stevens. 4s.od. 

RENAUD (Jean-Joseph) The Phantom Violin. 
Metropolitan Publishing Co.’ 7s. 6d. net. 

\ translation of a famous Ghost-murder Story. 

Ruorr (Percy O.) The Spiritual Legacy of 
George Goodman. Portrait. Pickering. 
10s. 6d. net. 

Tuomson (D. P.) Goodwin Sands to Solomon 
Islands. Illus. Pickering. 3s. 6d. net. 

V ANE (Phillipa) Priority for Death. Hammond, 
8s. 6d. net. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
\CCOUNTANT'’S JOURNAL, April, 1949.— A MER- 
ICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN, 
March, 1949.—-THE ASSOCIATION OF ASSIST- 
\NT LIBRARIANS, MIDLAND DIVISION NEWS 
SHEET, April, 1949.—-ENQUIRY, Vol. I No. 5. 
THE FREE TRADER, March-April, 1949.—THE 
LIBRARY ASSISTANT, March-April, 1949.—THE 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, April, 1949.— 
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS INFORMATION 
BULLETIN, March, t949.—STATE LIBRARY, 
PRETORLA, LIST OF COPYRIGHT ADDITIONS, 
February, 1949. 


Sylvan Press. 
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